-

~ SOLAR

Spring 2002
Volume 19 No. 1

The SOL Associgtion _E _Eesearch
newsle

Comments On Spirituality

William Allen LePar

Heretics of Yesterday and Today

“It iIsan heretic that makesthefire, not shewhich burnsin it.”

Buried within the bowels of this
short quote lies atruth that has
prevailed moretimesthan notin
situationsdealing with the
punishment of supposed heretics.
Let'sgiveadefinition of heretic
inthe spiritual senseand not in
respect to areligion per se.

A hereticis:
1) aperson with abelief that is
contrary to Divine Truth;
2) aperson who denies a spiri-
tual truth;
3) aperson who believesina
doctrine, principle, or set of
principles at variance with
established DivinePrinciple.

| am not going to speak on
the accused heretic, but rather the
accuser, the onewho lightsthe
fire. During the time of the
Inquisition many peoplewere
burned at the stake for heresy
and as heretics. Let'slook at the
individualswho stoodin judg-
ment over these people. We are

not going to discuss whether the
individual s accused were actu-
aly heretics. We are going to
discusstheindividualswho
made those decisions.

Let'slook at the first
definition, aperson with abelief
that is contrary to Divine Truth.
During the period of the Inquisi-
tion, many timesindividuals
were brought before a group of
men who questioned theindi-

T heseindividuals
administered no
mercy and mercy is
one of the Divine
Truths of God.
Therefore, they
committed an act of
heresy. They did not
believein the Mercy
of God.

—Shakespeare, The Winter’'s Tale

vidualsand passed judgment on
thoseindividuals asto whether
they were hereticsor not. These
judges supposedly believedin
Divine Truth, understood Divine
Truth. It isvery interesting that in
the biggest percentage of cases
those who appeared before the
Inquisitionerswere always
condemned to the stake. It would
seem that the judgesrarely found
anindividual innocent of the
charges brought against them.
One hasto ask how well did they
understand Divine Truth or
DivinePrinciple?Did these
judgesever consider the possibil-
ity of repentance of the accused?
Many timesindividualswere
brought before a board of
Inquisitioners not because they
were heretics or had beliefs that
were heresies against the estab-
lished religion but were more
motivated by the politics of those
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times. History has also shown
us that many more were brought
before aboard of Inquisitioners
asameans of revenge. A
neighbor or arelative jealous of
another individual could very
easily make accusations against

that person.
Are we guilty of Andthejudges
guilty would base
playing games with their opinions
other people’s or decisions
. . solely on“he
emotions, playing id, she said.”
games with their History has
i i ; ; also shown us
sp|r|tl.JaI|ty, with thgr thet in many of
soul,inordertogaina  thecasesthe
sense of power? Isthis Inquisition was
ameans of
the or.1Iy way we can getting re.
feel big and better than venge, elimi-
the other person? Is nating rivals,
thisthe only way we and increasing
y way W one’'sown
can find a purposein personal
our life, areason to wealth.
. The
keep going on from supposed
day to day? purpose of the
Inquisitions
wasto elimi-
nate thoughts

and beliefsthat clouded or
contaminated the true sight and
relationship with the Divine
Presence. Again, as history has
shown us, it was used for
everything but that. It became a
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tool of fear, atool of control,
and atool of power which was
wielded over the heads of
society with agreat passion.
Many of these Inquisitioners
could cause great fear among
the people just by being in their
presence. Andintimethey
becamethe physical presence of
God'svengeful wrath among
Hispeople.

Those of uswho are
interested in the spiritual
aspects of life and our relation-
ship with this Divine Presence
canimmediately reaizethat
thereis something seriously
wrong with a scenario such as
this. These men who werethe
Inquisitioners supposedly
represented the ultimate knowl-
edge of God's Truth and Love,
yet their actions painted a
picture of a God that was full of
wrath and punishment, a God
that showed no compassion, no
forgiveness, no love. Thejob of
the Inquisitioner wasto point
out the beliefsthat were false,
that were contrary to the Divine
Loveof God. They wereto
point out the false beliefs that
took away the compassion, the
forgiveness, and the understand-
ing that God shares with us.

When welook at these facts
of history and we are asked,
“Who isthe heretic—the
accused or the accuser?’, the

only answer that we can come
up with isthe accuser. The
accuser isthetrue heretic. Did
the Inquisitioners administer
their duty in amanner that
would demonstrate the compas-
sion of the God they repre-
sented? The answer issimple,
no. Theseindividualsadminis-
tered no mercy and mercy isone
of the Divine Truths of God.
Therefore, they committed an
act of heresy. They did not
believeinthe Mercy of God.
Did theseInquisitioners,
guardians of the truth, adminis-
ter their so-called justice based
on compassion? No, their
judgmentswerevoid of any-
thing even resembling compas-
sion, the denial of another
spiritual truth. In their decisions
and judgmentswerethere ever
any signs of love, of forgive-
ness, of compassion, of under-
standing, of caring for? No,
they were gods unto their own.
They passed judgment on
individual s based on principles
that weretotally at variance
with Divine Principle. Who
werethetrue heretics? They
were the onesthat madethe
fires, not the ones that were
consumed in those samefires.
How doesthisrelate to our
world today? L ook at the
ministers, thereverends, the
priests, the rabbis, who speak of
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God's Love and then with their
next breath are so willing to
condemn everyonewho does
not agree with them 100
percent. These arethe same
types of peoplewhowould
have set themselves up as
Inquisitionersin the past.
Many of those types of indi-
viduals, in their own way, act
as|nquisitionerstoday. They
may not have the power to
burn those in opposition to
them at the stake, but in subtle
and cowardly waysthey
attempt to destroy those who
do not look upon them asbeing
the special spokesmen of God.
Look at many of the TV
religions of today, how they set
themselves up on athrone, as
pompous as any king that ever
walked the face of the earth
and pass condemning judgment
on any that do not believein
every word they say andin
their form of religion. How
many of these same men and
women make claimsthat God
speaksto them, implyingin so
many words that God actually
talks to them personally and
tellsthem what to say, think,
and do. Heresy takento its
ultimate extreme. These arethe
types of preachers, reverends,
ministers, priests, rabbis, who
set themsel ves above God and
in their subtle and not so subtle
ways pass judgment on all
those who disagree with them
and, if they could, would send
all those who disagreeto the
stake and burn them alive.
What of us asindividuals?
How many of us carry beliefs
that are contrary to Divine
Truth?We chooseto believe

what we want to believe because
it serves our purpose at agiven
point in time. How many of us
deny spiritual truths that we
innately know becausewe
choose to serve our sensory or
prurient appetites? How many of
usin one way or another or to
one degree or another have
created our own doctrine of truth
in order to seduce othersto
ourselvesfor our own use? How
many of us have deliberately
woven half-truths with truthsin
order to play games with other

Care enough about
yourself, respect
yourself enough not
to play games where
the stakes are so
high that when you
lose (and you will
lose,) the cost to you
isa spiritual death.

individuals so that we can
achievethefeeling of power and
self-worth so that we can se-
cretly laugh at those we choose
to play games with, to manipu-
late, and eventually destroy in
oneway or another?

Many of you have heard me
use the term “ nature of the
beast.” Heresy and being a
hereticisaliveand well in the
nature of the beast. It’sjust acted
out inamore civilized manner of
barbarianism. It might be
interesting if each of uswould
take amoment some evening to

ask ourselves, are we guilty of
being a heretic or spreading
heresy? Arewe guilty of playing
gameswith other people’s
emotions, playing gameswith
their spirituality, with their soul,
in order to gain a sense of
power?Isthisthe only way we
can feel big, and better than the
other person? Isthisthe only
way we can find apurposein
our life, areason to keep going
on from day to day? Maybe we
should take afew momentsand
reconsider ourselvesand our
actions. Maybe we should
consider just being anice person
asaway of feeling better about
ourselves. Maybe we can even
consider doing something nice
for someone else without any
strings attached, just doing it
out of whatever good may be
withinus. Do it just to doit. Be
wise. Loveyourself enough,
respect yourself enough not to
allow the cloak of darknessfrom
the past to swoop out to you and
engulf you in agame of self-
deception. Care enough about
yourself, respect yourself
enough not to play gameswhere
the stakes are so high that when
you lose (and you will lose,) the
cost to you isa spiritual death.
Allow yourself your God-given
right to be kind and niceto the
people around you. And once
you have achieved this, then
loveyourself enough to be
caring to those around you. And
inthismanner you will achieve
the dignity of agod inthe
making. Bewise. Begenerousin
your love for and towards
others, and in turn you will then
be generousin the lovethat you
havefor yourself.

O



by Denny Highben

Sometimes, it’'ssimplelogic.
Sometimes, it defieslogic. And
sometimesit fallsin between.

I’m always ready to accept
logic. But whenlogicislaying
low | confessthat | may occa-
sionally start scanning the
horizon for that illogical reason
abit too soon. Now, I'm still
willing tolivewith alogical
explanation, evenif it'salate
arrival. But what deflates my
mattressis when the reason for
some strange occurrencefalls
into that crack between the
logical and the extraordinary,
the supernatural, the spiritual,
thereally cool.

Thereisan entireuniverse
of experiencesthat can put
logic on the shifting sands of
our own persondlity, if we are
not well-founded in the art of
extrapolating the cold observa-
tions of our five sensesand the
physical world around usto
those experiencesthat seem
defiant of such observation.

Pretty heady stuff so far,
eh?1’m not sure even | under-
stand it! All I know isthat |
saw atrain disappear and | was
at athorough loss to explain it.
The Council saysthereisno
such thing as a coincidence, and
| certainly agree that a vanish-
ing locomotiveisno coinci-
dence. But they went on to say
that some things happen just
because they happen, and we

shouldn’t twist ourselves
into knotstrying to
make much ado of
nothing. That is
applicableto
such things
that

ey,

K(PLCANATION

arereally of noimportance—
such as what the people of
Lemuriacalled their homeland.
If memory serves, it wasin the
context of adiscussion about
that very thing during which
The Council offered that advice.

But I’m not talking about
the original name of alost
continent here, or eventrying to
pin down the name of some tune
that keeps floating around in
your head. I'm talking about a
train! You couldn’'t missit—a
big, old-fashioned diesel engine
from the 1950s era, painted red
with yellow trim. It was right
there, on the track, maybe 100
yards away from me. Then it
wasgone!

Thelogical explanation was
that it passed me. | wasdriving
down awinding country road on
abrilliant Sunday morning this
past fall. The leaves were an
inspirational tapestry of golds
and yellows, reds and rusts, and
the spectrum of greensfrom
summer rich to autumn pale.
The road ended at an intersec-
tion with a straight, two-lane
highway. Therailroad track is
but afew feet on the other side
of theintersection, alocation
I’ ve experienced hundreds of
timesin thelast 30 years.

As| approached the stop
sign, | suddenly saw the
|locomotive between the
treeson my side of the
road, and through the trees
which sprout here and
there aong the tracks.
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Thetreesthen blocked my view,
but only for the briefest of
moments. No train. So, logi-
cally, | looked east—in the
direction the train wasfacing,
assuming it was moving faster
than what registered in my
initial (and only) observation.
Notrain. | looked west. No
train. | strained my neck both
directionsas| sat at the stop
sign. No train.

What the heck? | questioned
myself amoment. | answered
myself. | saw that locomotive. |
DID. | realy did. Now what?
Wasit an hallucination? A
vision? |’ d rather haveavision
than an hallucination, though |
imagine both can be pretty
scary and I'd just as soon
experienceneither.

But it had to be something.
| wasfairly confident | wasn't
hallucinating, becausel felt
fine. And yet, if | had avision,
what’s the point of avision of
anold locomotive? That |
should stay on track, plugging
ahead like atrain? But why an
oldtrain?1’'m old. Maybethe
engine | saw wasamodel made
the same year | was born. If so,
| dare say it was in better shape
foritsage than | am.

I made my turn and pro-
ceeded, the possibilitieswhirling
around inmy head likeawild
autumnwind, scattering leaves
and bending bared branchesto
and fro. | was almost ready to
say, “ Okay, God, what's up?
I’m ready. Just tell me what the
vanishing loco means.”

Then, suddenly, | felt alittle
loco and alot foolish. There
was the train, on the tracks. It
was going backwards.

A Miracleor Just Dumb Luck?

Don Weisgarber

Would you recognize amiracle if you saw one? Before you say, “But of course,”
consider the possibility that miracles of today may not be the same asthose found in
the earlier times of the Bible. Today, with mankind straying so far off the spiritual path,
perhaps a miracle appears to be amere coincidence. Consider thistrue story:

It wasin the early hours of the morning, around one a.m., that two young men were
heading home from a night on the town. They had had alittle too much to drink and
apparently didn’t notice that the street they were driving on had ended. They jumped
the curb and continued driving on, at full speed, through the backyards of the houses of
that neighborhood. That is, until they came to ahouse directly in their path.

About the same time another man, this one older, heard his phone ringing. Who
would be calling me in the middle of the night, he thought, as he roused himself out of
his bed in the basement bedroom. Walking to answer the phone, his heart started to
race, knowing that acall at such atime of night could only mean bad news. He got to
the phone while it was still ringing. He picked it up, put it to hisear. A dial tone, that's
al. Puzzled, he hung up the phone and turned to go back to bed. It was then that the
whole house shook with
what to him seemed an
explosion, asthe car
traveling through his back
yard crashed through the
basement wall and landed
on hisbed, crushing it.

Canyou imaginethe
odds of such athing “just happening?’ The design isjust too perfect to be chance. A
call from no one, in the middle of the night, that savesyour life. Perhapsit isbit of a
stretch to suppose that a guardian angel, or spirit guide, or God Himself was on the
other end of the line. But its not a stretch to say that miracles can happen through
natural means, and that no matter who made the phone call, Divine Providence some-
how made the connection.

We'veall had close calls. We' ve all said “1 waslucky” having escaped some
danger. Narrow escapes are a part of life, but we don’'t have to think of them as just
chance. Our Divine Creator hasn't turned His children loose to play in the street. He
has given uslife and free will, but what Father could watch his child wander off to
certain danger without secretly lending aguiding hand? In times of trouble, when we
turn to Him for help, Heis alwaysthere. And sometimes, | think, He might just give us
acall when we least expect it.

“...your God isnot a God of tragedy.
Heisnot a God of condemnation, but is
a God of total Love...”

The Council
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Religious
Spiritual

by David Ries

ohammed Attaand many of
the other World Trade Center
terrorists appear to have been
very religious and dedicated
people. They asked employers
for permission to pray during
their workday. They invoked the
name of their God with rever-
ence and great respect. They
also believed very strongly in
the suicide missionsthat they
wereinvolved with. They were
secureinthe knowledge that
what they were doing was
righteous and right in the eyes
of God. None of them had
criminal records. Many were
brilliant in school with excellent
grades. But above al, many
werevery religious. The
statement that I’ ve heard made
wasthat they believed so
strongly in what they were
doing that perhaps that gave
them somekind of absolution
for their acts. Actswhich
caused the ending of so many
lives.

They were certainly reli-
gious; religiousto the extreme,
but were they spiritual ?

Sincethe very first trance,
Mr. LePar’s source, The
Council, has helped usto
understand the makeup of God's

heaven and the soulswho
occupy it. They have spent more
than three decades giving us
instruction on the type of soul
we need to become so that we
can enter God'srealms. They
have also tried to show usthe
difference between religion and
true spirituality.

The Council:

Religion that comesfrom
the heart isnot really religion; it
isspirituality. That is something
entirely different fromthe
organizedreligions. It would be
ajoyful day if al wereto have
thereligion that comesfrom the
heart and not from men.

You must be aspiritual
person to enter the heavenly
realms. The most important
point about a spiritual person is
hisUNCONDITIONAL love,
compassion and caring for ALL
hisfellow men. Heiswilling to
give up those things that he
holds dear to himself for the
benefit of others. A truly
spiritual personwould even be
willing to give up hislifefor his
fellow man.

All the commentsthat |
have heard about Mohammed

Attaindicate that he was
intelligent but strikingly cold,
aoof and apparently devoid of
emotion. Being very intelligent
does not equate to understand-
ing. It has been my experience
that many intelligent people
aso carry an attitude of
arrogant superiority. Ego can
be the stumbling block and
greatly distort good intentions.
Can you imagine having so
much ego, hate and arrogance
that you would capture an
airplane with total strangerson
board and fly it directly into a
building, killing all on board
and many other innocent
people?

Mohammed Attawas
considered a student of great
ability. He apparently had
many gifts and talentsthat he
could have used to better
himself, hisfamily and his
country, but he came under the
influence of aman, Osamabin
Laden. That man would change
everything for him and millions
of others. Bin Laden had an
agenda and he found away to
influence others. The best and
quickest way to bring change
would be hisway, theterrorist
way.



The Council:

It is sad that men with gifts
would alow their ego to destroy
the very gift that they have, the
gift that was meant to help, to
guide, to uplift. Society cannot
afford to follow aman. Society
must follow principles, stan-
dards, decency. Whenever any
of you follow aman, you will
eventually be disappointed.
Follow abelief that demands
that you must work, that you
must make achangein yourself,
that your heart must be softened
regardless of what religion you
subscribeto, follow it asclosely
aspossible. Control yourself.
Exercisetheinner knowledge.
Exercisediscipline. Do not
follow aman, follow your God.

Even aterrorist, upon
death, touchesinto arealm
totally full of love and forgive-
ness, aplace of peace and
tranquility. Heistemporarily
immersed in an areathat is
totally alien to his concept of
heaven, an areathat he simply
can't understand. How can
people who are Christian,

Muslim, Hindu, Jewish and
every other religion exist
together, hel ping each other and
loving each other? 1t would be
pure hell to the mindset of a
group of determined, unfeeling,
fanatical and very self-centered
people such astheterrorists.
Heavenisarealm of total love.
Thereisno jeal ousy, resent-
ment, anger and hate whatever.
A soul filled with those at-
tributesin his character would
find aheavenly existence
completely unbearable. Take
that kind of soul and add the
wanton murder of other chil-
dren of the Divine Creator to
hisrecord; how can hefind any
contentment there?

Just because the terrorists
believed very, very strongly in
their cause does not freethem
from total responsibility for
their actions. They will be
required to answer for each
individual act of cruelty that
they set into motion. That
means every person that was
killed or injured and all the pain
and suffering that resulted from
theinitia action. To the nth
degree, asoul must take
responsibility for hisactions.
Even moreimportantly, he must
take responsibility for al the
pain and suffering for each
person who was subsequently
affected by thoseincidents.

| looked through the entire
body of information from The
Council for something particu-
larly appropriate for this
article. | believethat this
explainsthe central theme:

The Council:

L ook at your own history.
Sometimes it amazes us that
you people just do not learn

from your own history. Some of
the worst warsin man's early
history wereinflicted oninnocent
peopleinthe nameof religion, in
the name of God. Those warswere
no more fought for God than atree
isahuman being. Yet they are
recorded in your books as great
warsin the name of God. Let us
ask you this: What god? Certainly
not the God that we know, not the
God of love, not the God of all
Creation, not that Divine Power,
that Infinite Father that feeds each
and every one of us. No, the god
that those wars were fought in the
name of isthe god of man’sego
and desire for power, egomaniacs
allowed to rise up and control the
sane. Theinsane governing the
sane. Theimmoral governing the
moral.

Thereisno spirituality in any
of those who precipitated Septem-
ber 11. Prayers should sincerely be
said for those people who commit-
ted the terrorist acts. They will
need them much morethan the
innocents who suffered because of
them.
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Calendar

March 2, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 425
Cleveland Ave. SW, Canton, Ohio.

April 6, 2002. Oneon One at 7:30 p.m.

May 3, 4, and 5, 2002. AstroRama Conference.

May 11, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m. (note thisis the 2nd Saturday of the month)

June 1, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

July 6, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

August 3, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

September 7, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

October 5, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

October 19, 2002. Universal Being Conference

November 2, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

December 7, 2002. One on One at 7:30 p.m.

For additional information on calendar listings, SOL membership, or booksfor sale, write
to SOL, PO. Box 2276, North Canton, Ohio 44720, or call 330-497-9645. Or you may
visit our website at: www.solar press.com.
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